
SEPTEMBER 2009 
A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE  
On a warm and clear August night several of us, Earl 

Fowler, former Commodore Sam D'Ambruoso, and 

myself, sat in the middle of Essex Harbor, aboard CO-

RINTHIAN, watching our 2 Ideal 18's compete in the 

Thursday spinnaker race program. What a beautiful 

sight to watch these two boats not only compete, but 

bring our Club and its membership close because of an 

organized ADULT SAILING PROGRAM.  What was 

once a dream is now a reality.   I urge all members to 

sail in these boats and enjoy the Corinthian spirit  of 

“Good Fellowship".   Remember, it is the membership 

that purchased these boats for all to sail and enjoy.   I 

must tell you that even though I have four months left 

as Commodore, the pride of helping bring a dream to 

reality can not be surpassed. 

 

Over this past weekend, ECYC sent 3 sailboats and 

crews to compete in THE RAM ISLAND CHAL-

LENGE.   Fighting adverse weather conditions, Cele-

bration and Free Spirit sailed from Essex to Noank to 

meet up with Irish Lady whose home port is Noank.  

These three boats and their crews not only sailed the 

race on Sunday for themselves but carried your colors.  

I am proud of all three boats and their crews and we 

congratulate CELEBRATION for its FIRST PLACE 
FINISH in the non-spinnaker class and FIRST 
PLACE OVERALL WITH ADJUSTED HANDI-
CAPPED TIME for cruising class. 

As we head into September,  remember the La-
bor Day Picnic on Monday 09-07-2009  

and the formal 25th Anniversary Celebration 
on Wednesday  09-09-2009 commencing at 5 
pm   This is a time to enjoy and reflect upon what 
our Club stands for past, present and future.   

Enjoy! 

Lewis I. Davidson, Commodore 

A WINNING CREW! 

Pictured below is the winning crew of 

"Celebration" this past Sunday 8/30/09 at the 

Ram Island Regatta in Noank CT.  The race was 

sailed around Fishers Island and was a slow and 

frustrating race in light winds. “Celebration” 

took first in class and first over all best non-

spinnaker boat. The crew are L-R skipper Jeff 

Going, crew Breck Lardner and Ed Birch. 

 

Congratulations  

to Katherine Berry, Jean Masson and 

Yves Masson—members who have re-

cently completed Saturday instructions 

on the Ideal 18s.   
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Membership       
Feebe’s Blowhole 
For those of you sailing the southern end of Essex anchor-

age, you will frequently find strong gusts of wind swirling 

and shifting from the south and west around the area of the 

daymarker.  This is Feebe’s Blowhole. 

The wind bounces off the trees and higher land along the 

western side of the river or the southern side of South Cove 

and races across the lower end of the anchorage area becom-

ing fierce puffs from different directions (sometimes at 

once). 

You can see boats sailing through the area and suddenly heel 

over sharply and veer off in header or take a lift to new 

heights. 

Even on lighter air days with our prevailing south westerly 

breezes you can expect shifts from South Cove or Turtle 

Creek raise havoc with sail trim.  But when it blows, it will 

blow harder and try to catch you off guard. 

Let the wind swing around to the south east and it will bring 

a sure sign that rain is coming and the effects of the blow-

hole go away. Got a norther -- nothing to worry about. 

Just to make it little more interesting at times like we have 

had this summer with heavy rain, the out -going current in 

the area of daymarker 25 is the strongest you will find in this 

part of the river.  Then comes a sharp puff of wind and you 

can have more than you bargained for. 

That is all part of Feebe’s Blowhole, which used to be 

marked on local charts.      Jeff Going 

Did you Know? 
The Board of Governors have approved the mem-
bership application of Maxwell (Sonny) and Linda 

Gates and Amelia Alverson and her finance, Chris-

topher McGarry.  

The Gates are from Scottsdale, Arizona and are in 
the process of purchasing a home in Essex. They 
have owned many large power boats and have pi-
loted several from Cape Cod to Florida.  They were 
proposed by David and Marilyn Jacobs and sec-
onded by Jane Pfeffer.  

Amelia Alverson and Christopher McGarry have 
relocated from Menlo Park, California to New York 
City and Essex.  They are very interested in our sail-
ing program for the Ideal 18’s. They were proposed 
by Jim and Jane Pfeffer , and seconded by Helen 
Sant’ Andrea and Tom and Diane Neligon. Please 

ECYC—fellowship beyond the Clubhouse. 

Jack & Carol MacElwee recently visited Mint Dole in Colches-

ter, Vermont.  Mint is a former ECYC member and board mem-

ber. He was responsible for recruiting Abby Miner as a caterer 

ten years ago when he 

chaired the Galley 

Committee.  Mint has 

a view of Mallets Bay 

from his house and can 

see his well known 

yacht, Nabulus, safely 

moored in the bay on 

Lake Champlain.   

Here are three 

Pettipaug Sailing 

Academy stu-

dents posing next 

to ECYC—one 

of the 2 Optimist 

sailing dinghies 

ECYC purchased 

a few years ago. 

It is a great pro-

gram for kids 

starting at Age 8 

managed by Paul 

Risseeuw, one of 

the accomplished 

sailors on the 

river.   ECYC should be proud of their support.  Nine year old-

Banning Jones, Jack and Carol MacElwee’s grandson, is attend-

ing this summer.  Many ECYC members also belong to the Pet-

tipaug Yacht Club.  Ed Birch is a former commodore of both 

clubs..                                                                Carol MacElwee 

There is still plenty of time to enjoy the wonderful 

views of the CT River from your very own ECYC 

porch.  September and October are some of the best 

months at the Club.  The air is crisper and clearer, 

the river is speckled with sunshine, and there is great 

activity to view with the Ideal 18 races and boats 

moving up and down the river to find their winter 

homes.  Come and enjoy lunch/dinner when the Gal-

ley is open or bring your own snacks/dinner when 

the Galley is closed.  Either way, come on down and 

enjoy ECYC! 
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Club News 
 

 ♦ Labor Day Family Picnic at the Clubhouse  
♦ 1-5:30 pm  

♦ Monday, September 7th.  $10 per person. Chil-
dren under 12 are free.   Hamburgers, hot 
dogs and beverages (beer soda, water) will be 
provided.     Bring a dish to share:    

♦ A-L     .Appetizers 

♦ M-Z ….Desserts 

♦  

♦ 9/9/09 – our 25th Anniversary.  Come to the 
Clubhouse for our Formal Anniversary cele-
brated with a cocktail party from 5—6 pm.                 
Hor d’oeurvres by ECYC.  BYOB.                
Formal ceremony begins at 6 pm.   

♦ Stay and listen to ECYC Jazz Band and order 
Dinner from the menu. 

♦  

♦ REMEMBER Friday night dinners on the deck 
at ECYC. Start your week-ends with a great 
dinner AT THE CLUB from 6:00 TO 9:00 P.M.  
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Commodore—Lewis Davidson 

Vice Commodore—Skip Haskins 

Rear Commodore-Donald Shannehan 

Treasurer—Tom Pinkowish 

Secretary—Barbara Hall 

Fleet Captain—Berke George 

Fleet Surgeon—Howard Eisenstodt 

Fleet Chaplin—Dan Taylor-Stypa 

 

2009 BOARD MEMBERS 
James Francis 

Jane Pfeffer 

Susan Raible 

Kit Schellens 

Neal Stufano 

Terry Stewart 

Frank Strafaci 

 

  COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Bell 8—Betty Holcomb 

Entertainment—Helen Sant’Andrea 

Galley—Donald Shannehan 

House—Skip Haskins 

Membership—Jane Pfeffer,        

  Lewis Davidson 

Nominating—Jim Francis 

Race—Bill St. John 

Ship’s Store—Jean Masson 

Waterfront— Len Mierzejewski,  

  Myron Stacks 

Web Master—Skip Haskins 

  CLUB MANAGER.......Elaine Kyle 
ECYC Office ............. 860-767-3239 

ECYC Fax ................. 860-767-6569 

ECYC email.............. ecyc@snet.net 

Website:  www.essexcorinthianyc.org 

                 or          www.e-c-y-c.com 

GALLEY Abby’s Catering Company 
Office ......................... 860-227-4119 

Galley phone.............. 860-767-9950 

Galley Fax.................. 860-767-1704 

Email..abbyscatering@sbcglobal.net 

 

ECYC mailing address:PO Box 759 
                                Essex, CT 06426 

 
 

Labor Day Weekend –Ship’s Store Bargains !—Look for a table near the sign-in 
sheet for some great bargains from the Ship’s Store— commemorative t-shirts will 
be marked down to $5  and cup/beverage holders will be $2 each..             What a 
bargain!  Thanks to everyone who is helping us track the inventory by noting size 
and color of the shirts along with whether they are men's or women's and by telling 
us the size belt they buy.  Everyone has been great!  The Ship’s Store didn't have to 

make any follow-up calls this month! 

Please access our website for 
newsletter(s), photos, calendar 
of events, menus, membership 
applications, committee chairs, 
and much more! 


