
July 2009 
A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE June is com-

ing to a close and it has been a full packed first six 

months at your Club. The house committee has done a 

wonderful job with the ECYC facilities. The ADULT 
SAILING CLASSES are in the final stages of graduat-

ing our first 22 Ideal 18 trained sailors. A special thanks 

to Ed Birch, Bill St.John, Terry Stewart, and Tim Brewer 

for their instruction of the first two successful classes of 

adult sailing in 2009 at ECYC. I urge any or all of you 

who want to learn how to sail to contact Ed Birch to ar-

range times for instructions.  

Former Commodore Going designed and lead the con-

struction of a new dinghy rack and has worked with 

Brewers to improve the common area surrounding the 

dinghy dock. Our first two entertainment events under the 

leadership of Helen Sant' Andrea have been very success-

ful. We had over 250 people attend the Arm Chair Cruise 

this year a new record for an event at ECYC.  

Remember, The 4th of July party is coming the first Sat-

urday in July so sign up with Elaine in the office or on 

the bulletin board in the dining room.  

This will be an event to remember so don't miss out. Jane 

Pfeffer, our Co-membership Chair has done a wonderful 

job. Remember, we are in a membership drive so if you 

have any possible new members, give Jane a call. 

The ECYC JAZZ BAND is back in full swing on 

Wednesday nights. Come dine and enjoy while listening 

to some beautiful music from years past. I must thank all 

the club members, committee chairs, the entire Board and 

Bridge Officers for making this year, our 25th anniver-

sary year, so special. I never dreamed to be your commo-

dore, but I must say you have made my enjoyment of this 

honor so special. Again, thank you for your support and 

hold on for the rest of the ride this year. We have won-

derful events planned thru New Years Eve.                            
Lewis I. Davidson, Commodore 

Bell 8 - Ringing Us Home and Free 
Last weekend after returning on Free Spirit with Past 
Commodore Jim Francis, owner and skipper at the 
helm, I truly knew I was home from the trip as I 
passed BELL 8. So often we sailors never think of the 
tremendous infrastructure the United States Coast 
Guard must maintain to keep us all safe. On July 
4th,let us remember our forefathers who had the vi-
sion to craft this wonderful country for us to enjoy 
and keep us safe.  Freedom comes with a price and 
we should remember and honor all of those who have 

kept us safe and free.                   Your Commodore 

To all ECYC members, 
Over the last several weeks 
you might have noticed, our 
Landlord, the Brewers organi-
zation, at work updating our 
Clubhouse and surrounding 
facilities. I had met with them 
before Off-Soundings Week-End and we came up with a 
game plan.   
Doug and his staff first went to work on the north side of 
the property redirecting the gutter system away from the 
building to the river. They then repaired the chim-
ney  problems and moved on to fix various venting prob-
lems of our furnace and heating system. Recently they 
redesigned our south deck and created a new brick landing 
once occupied by that ugly holly bush that was a resident 
of many years. The next part of the project will be to re-
gravel the common area and move the remaining old 
moorings on the bulkhead to a new location out of our 
view. Then they will repair water damage in the furnace 
room and locker rooms downstairs. The last part of the 
project will be to try to vent underneath the clubhouse. 
Part of the clubhouse sits directly over the water and some 
smells and odors have always been an issue. We will solve 
as many of the issues as we can and try to constantly think 
of ways to maintain this 76 year old facility. Truly, our 
25th anniversary year will be a wonderful year to remem-
ber for years to come. When you see Doug or Liz make 
sure you give them a big thanks for all their efforts.  They 
deserve it.                          Lewis I. Davidson, Commodore 
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Membership       
ECYC Dinghy Stickers   We have new 

stickers to help identify ECYC member 

dinghies on the new storage rack or on the 

dock.  Please register with Elaine and place a 

sticker on your dinghy transom. This will allow us to 

monitor member dinghies. 

And, if you see a member dinghy that could use some 

help – bailing, untangling lines or whatever … be a 

good Corinthian and give them a hand! 

Parking   New striping in the parking lot should 

make it easier to find the right fit in the space. Just a 

reminder if you are going out for a cruise or an over-

night, please park up in the lot, away from the high 

traffic area by the Club. 

All the businesses ask employees to park away from 

the high impact area by the Club.  Also, Members, 

please do not park in front of the Old Chandlery now 

Boat Boatique.  If we all just drop off and then park 

away, it will make life easier.    

Umbrellas   If you open an umbrella on the upper 

deck, please be sure to close it when you leave.  This 

will prevent damage to the umbrellas during weather/

wind changes.  Thank you in advance. 

Spruce Ups & Repair   Brewer Dauntless manage-

ment and crew have been busy and extremely helpful 

in getting some improvements taken care of around 

the building. A number of little things had started to 

add up and the Brewer team has jumped in to make it 

better.   

A safety railing has been added off the entry way 

deck and a new planter and paving stone ramp are 

part of the improvements. Chimney work and redoing 

eaves and drainage around the chimney have been 

completed. Additional ventilation will help move 

stale air in times like this very wet spring. 

Brewer yards have a reputation for being neat and 

clean and the marina is no exception. Please let them 

know much you appreciate their efforts when you see 

them. 

Housekeeping Details 

Welcome Back Michael 
Pfeiffer!!! 

I am thrilled to have Mike 

back on Abby’s Catering 

Company team.  As many 

of you remember, Mike 

was a fixture in the ECYC 

galley for six-and-a-half years! 

It’s been wonderful seeing your reactions as you 

turn at the top of the stairs to see Mike’s smiling 

face in the galley window.  Mike is being received 

warmly by all that know him and by those meeting 

him for the first time.  Thank you! 

Having Mike return as my company approaches Au-

gust 17th, its 10th anniversary at the ECYC, is the 

best gift I could receive! 

Welcome back Mike! 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Club,         

Abby Miner, Owner – Abby’s Catering Company 

Galley News 

The Board of Governors has approved the member-
ship request of Richard Lammlin and his partner 
Darlene James, East Haddam residents who know 
many people in our Club. They were proposed by 
Barbara and David Edwards and seconded by both 
Ed Birch and Scott Konrad. We are also pleased to 
inform the membership that one of our founding 
members, Alan Wasley and his wife Nancy have 
rejoined the club. Alan and Nancy are owners of a 
47 foot Saberline power boat named Impatience. 
Let's welcome them aboard! We have also received 
two resignations. Members who have elected to 
leave are Edward G. Ingram and Robert and Patricia 
Volland. We wish them well. 
 
Please remember that we are still offering ECYC  
dollars in the amount of $100 to any member who 
successfully nominates a new member for the Club 
by August. Let's get going!  Many thanks,                     
Jane Pfeffer, Co-Chairman, Membership 
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Boating News 
Starboard, Port, Close Haul, Beam Reach, Run, Tighten the Cunningham, Release the Boom Vang, 
Ready to Tack, Jibe ho!!!!  Terminology that was either new or rusty to most of ECYC’s first Adult Ideal 

18’s Sailing Class but is now becoming more familiar.  After some on shore instructions from our teacher Ed 

Birch, with excitement, a little anxiety, and true Corinthian spirit, we donned our life jackets and climbed 

aboard the Ideal 18’s for our first hands on sailing experience.  Learning how to undo all the lines and sail 

covers, we paddled out to the channel, pointed into the wind while raising the mainsail, and we were off!  

Our first time on the water had us doing some figure 8’s around markers and Ed in the “crash boat” - —

before the end of the evening, tacking was becoming easier and a little more controlled. Our second evening 

brought us out to a little bigger course.  We had gentle winds, evening sunshine, and a wonderful time!  The 

class we just completed had us sailing downwind where the lesson was ‘controlled’ jibes, and ‘quick’ tacks.  

The smiles are becoming bigger as we gain confidence in our abilities and also cheer and help our fellow 

crew members master the techniques.  It has been great fun and a very good learning experience.  I encour-

age all fellow ECYC members (both experienced and inexperienced) to take the classes and join the fun.  As 

Club members, we truly are fortunate to have the Ideal 18s and also the experienced instructors who are vol-

unteering their time to help us learn.                                                                                        Betty Holcomb 

Pictured below is ECYC’s first Tuesday night Ideal 18 sailing class after completing their first sail-   John Gould, 

Abby Miner, Instructor Ed Birch, John MacArthur, Laurel Stewart, Betty Holcomb, Debra Wallis , John Ackerman,  

Lea Macchiaroli  and Tom Pinkowish.  Missing from photo is Frank Forastiere.    

Bill St. John, Terry Stewart and Tim Brewer were instructors for the 2 Saturday classes; Members who signed up for 

that class were William Deshier, Bob and Marti Downer, Michael Fortunate,  Allen and Andrea Inglis, Joyce Metz and 

Jeff Winterstein., and Neal and Justine Stufano. 
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2009 FLAG OFFICERS 
Commodore—Lewis Davidson 
Vice Commodore—Skip Haskins 
Rear Commodore-Donald Shannehan 

Treasurer—Tom Pinkowish 
Secretary—Barbara Hall 
Fleet Captain—Berke George 
Fleet Surgeon—Howard Eisenstodt 
Fleet Chaplin—Dan Taylor-Stypa 

 
2009 BOARD MEMBERS 

James Francis 
Jane Pfeffer 
Susan Raible 
Kit Schellens 
Neal Stufano 
Terry Stewart 
Frank Strafaci 

 

  COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Bell 8—Betty Holcomb 
Entertainment—Helen Sant’Andrea 
Galley—Donald Shannehan 
House—Skip Haskins 
Membership—Jane Pfeffer,        

  Lewis Davidson 
Nominating—Jim Francis 
Race—Bill St. John 
Ship’s Store—Jean Masson 
Waterfront— Len Mierzejewski,  

  Myron Stacks 
Web Master—Skip Haskins 

  CLUB MANAGER.......Elaine Kyle 
ECYC Office ............. 860-767-3239 
ECYC Fax ................. 860-767-6569 
ECYC email.............. ecyc@snet.net 
Website:  www.essexcorinthianyc.org 
                 or          www.e-c-y-c.com 

GALLEY Abby’s Catering Company 
Office ......................... 860-227-4119 
Galley phone.............. 860-767-9950 
Galley Fax.................. 860-767-1704 
Email..abbyscatering@sbcglobal.net 
 

ECYC mailing address:PO Box 759 
                                Essex, CT 06426 

 

 

               July 4th Picnic and Boat Parade!! 
    Sign up at Clubhouse.  !  See details inside. 

Please access our website for 
newsletter(s), photos, calendar 
of events, menus, membership 
applications, committee chairs, 
and much more! 


